INTRODUCTION
Small flowering trees are gaining in popularity for several reasons. First, small 3 to 6 m (10 to 20 ft) trees fit modern landscapes where yards are small. Secondly, there is a growing and somewhat justified fear of urban trees that get huge with time. In an age of hurricanes, tornadoes, wild weather and predictions by climatologists of more of the same, it is only reasonable to embrace a little fear of large trees. Part of climate change -is violence. Crushed homes, vehicles, and power lines are becoming nightly fare on our national news. Small flowering trees suddenly look better. Thirdly, there is an ever-expanding list of new varieties entering the market with attributes of tree form, leaf shape and color, and flower size and color. Finally, five to ten gallon container-grown plants mesh well with the displays at the mass markets, independent nurseries, and landscape companies.
THE QUESTIONAIRRE
When I was asked to make a presentation on small flowering trees that deserve greater use, I already had the list spinning in my head. However, after some thought, I thought why not query a few of my horticulture friends across the south for their opinion. I could table the data, make a graph or two and condense everything down to the winners. Most surveys have trouble with a response rate, so, in developing a query, I knew it had to be simple and casual. My email query read, "I am giving a talk on small flowering trees deserving greater use. Off the top of your head, can you list five to ten flowering trees you think deserve greater use -evergreen or deciduous? I 2 am asking you because I respect you as the leading authority on woody trees in the South." For whatever reason, this survey had a 100% response rate.
RESPONDENTS
For the purposes of this paper, email queries were sent to the following academics and nurserymen who have many years of collective experience working with woody trees.
• To be even more transparent with readers, the list includes three respondents in Zone 7 (Arkansas and Washington, D.C.) and even one in Zone 6 (Kansas). Still, even with those outliers, the list has value in informing southern nurserymen what a wide swath of horticulturists choose as small flowering trees deserving greater use in the South. 
RESULTS OF THE SURVEY

Twenty
Chionanthus virginicus -Six respondents listed the native Grancy Gray Beard as a top choice for
an underutilized small flowering tree. It was touted for the fleecy bloom show, drought tolerance, lack of pests, and lack of utilization in southern landscapes. Halesia diptera -Silverbell pulled the heart strings of five respondents. Either Two-Wing or Carolina silverbell was listed. Several respondents listed H. dipteral var. magniflora as a small flowering tree deserving greater use. At SFA Gardens, we have come to appreciate the grace of larger specimens and if given good exposure to sun, the tree can produce quite a stunning spring floral show. At SFA Gardens, we have found the Carolina Silverbell, H. carolina, to be somewhat slow to establish but worthy of inclusion in the part shade woodland garden. 'Lady Catherine' is a weeping form introduced by Ken Tilt that has found a special spot in our garden. We have two pink flowered varieties that appear healthy under high canopy pines.
Styphnolobium affine (aka Sophora affinis) -
Vitex agnus-castus -The chaste tree found favor with five respondents. Touted for bloom show (blue, white, and pink), ease of growth, fast to flower, and drought tolerance. 'Flora Ann', a Greg Grant introduction, is gaining popularity as the best pink flowering variety in the trade. It is most often trained in the southern regions as a small multi-trunk small flowering tree, but it can also be cut back severely each year to a few large trunks near the ground, which results in vigorous growth and larger blooms. 
